LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS NEWSLETTER

(December 2022)

INew Features I

Canvas has a couple of new features that will be ready for the spring semester.

1) You can now schedule a page to be released at a certain day and time.

2) In the Grades page, students will view an unread indicator (blue dot) on the feedback button when a
new comment is added to an assignment or a rubric, and comments display in a pop-out comment
tray.

Canvas is currently building a new quizzing tool. This tool will become an option for all faculty in Fall of

2023. More information will be forthcoming as we get closer to the release date; for now, however, visit

New Quizzing Tool Option Coming.

IREMINDERS |

e Update your Zoom!

e If you are having issues with Canvas, make sure your browser is up to date.

e  Faculty Survey: Learning Environments consistently works to improve our programming for you, and your
input is invaluable to that goal. With that in mind please fill out the LE Faculty Survey 2022-2023.

e OIT offers a service to digitize very short clips of personally or library owned DVDs/videos for classroom use if
other streaming options are not available. Due to U.S. copyright law, we cannot digitize content that is easily
available on for-profit streaming platforms such as Netflix, nor content that is widely available for purchase.
In conjunction with Fondren Library, we will attempt to gain permission for streaming and/or digitizing entire
videos.

o Due to the transient nature of streaming film licenses, please resubmit the films you plan to use
for your class for each semester so that we can be sure your film is available. To initiate the
process, please fill out the Video Request Form so that it can be determined if a streaming option is

available or if permission can be granted for digitizing the video. If a video can be digitized, we will
contact you and provide next steps. For more, visit our Streaming Video page.

ITIPS AND TRICKS |

CANVAS

Read and Respond is a feature in Canvas that allows instructors to create assignments using course Resource List
materials. Instructors can 1) create assignments in which students add comments for a grade, 2) pose questions and
provide feedback to students, 3) sync grades with the gradebook. For more information, please visit the reserves LibGuide
or watch this video overview of the tool. For more, contact the Course Reserves team at reserve@rice.edu.

ACCESSIBILITY

Hello Owls! I'd like to introduce myself: my name is Trisha, | use she/her pronouns and | am the new Digital Information
Accessibility Coordinator. | started at Rice in late October where | joined the Learning Environments team within OIT,
working remotely from New Hampshire. Visit the ACCESS @ Rice Blog for a new post and to learn more about how I can
support your accessibility work.

KALTURA

In development now for over a year, Kaltura is set to release the new v7 player for production. Loaded with new
features, these features are now fully customizable through plug-in’s rather than one flavor fits all. Stay tuned as the
Learning Environment Team will be vetting and “right sizing” this new player for use with Kaltura here at Rice.

ISUPPORT |

e 24/7 for Canvas using Canvas Support (last button on Global Navigation Bar in Canvas)
e See the Training Center for Tech Tools workshops or to sign up for one-on-one training
e Email teaching@rice.edu for general help
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